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Chapter 1
1. Name the characters introduced in this chapter.

2. Why did Annette think of Christmas as a “sweet, sad story…”? 

3. What was the present Annette’s mother gave her for Christmas?

4. What was the Mother’s wish before Annette left the room? 

5. What happened to Annette’s mother that night?

Chapter 2
1. How does Annette demonstrate love for her brother in this chapter?

2. What was Father’s trouble he told Annette? What was her solution? 

3. What was Father’s idea?

4. From what did the Grandmother suffer?

5. Which of the subjects did Annette dislike? Which one did she enjoy studying?

Chapter 3
1. How many years passed since the last chapter?

2. What was Dani’s prayer on Christmas Eve?

3. What did Dani see in his slipper the next morning?

4. What were the explanations of this event according to Father, Annette, and Dani?

Chapter 4
1. Why did Lucien have to milk the cows every morning?

2. What happened while Lucien was distracted by his mumbling down the hill with his sled?

3. What should Lucien have done after he hit Annette’s sled?

4. What did Lucien do to Dani in this chapter?
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5. What were Lucien’s main sins?

6. What did Annette think of while at the door of the chalet? What did she do instead?

7. What did Lucien think while he walked home? What did he do?

8. Why did the quarrel between the two main characters begin according to the author?

Chapter 5
1. Why did Dani want to go up the mountain?

2. Who did Dani encounter at the top of the mountain?

3. What did Lucien plan to do with Dani? 

4. What was it that Dani said that frightened Lucien the most?

5. What happened to Dani?

6. How did Lucien react?

7. Who do you think would be watching even if Lucien thought “No one so far knew that he had had anything to 
do with this incident…”?

Chapter 6
1. What did Grandmother do while Annette and Father searched for Dani? What picture did she see in her mind?

2. Whose house did Annette visit looking for Dani? What did she find out there?

3. What picture did Grandmother see after being informed that Dani fell down the ravine? 

4. Had Grandmother seen correctly? What had happened to Dani?

5. How did Father rescue Dani?

Chapter 7
1. Who thought most about Lucien after Dani was rescued?

2. What was going through her mind while she thought of Lucien?
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3. What song did Dani want Annette to sing to him? Why did Annette refuse to sing that song?

4. What did Grandmother tell Annette about punishment? Did Annette heed to this?

5. What were Grandma’s words of wisdom to Annette?

Chapter 8
1. Of whom was Lucien’s mother so afraid that she couldn’t even comfort her son?

2. What about Lucien surprised his mother after the incident?

3. What was Lucien’s plan to avoid going to school?

4. While Lucien avoided school, what did Lucien start to craft to pass some time?

5. What made Lucien almost happy? Why did it make him almost happy even after the incident with Dani?

6. How did Lucien answer his mother when she asked him about school?

7. How long did that lie last?

Chapter 9
1. By the time Annette and Dani reached the village, who knew about Dani’s injury?

2. Do you think it was wise for Annette to tell everybody what Lucien did to Dani? Why or why not?

3. Why did the whole village pour out their love and care for Dani?

4. What were some gifts that were given to Dani which showed his neighbor’s love towards him?

Chapter 10
1. How did Lucien’s life and relationships with others change after the accident? 

2. What was the only way for Lucien to forget his loneliness?

3. Who did Lucien meet in the forest while he was carving wood to pass some time? 

4. After entering the man’s chalet, what opportunity did the man give to Lucien? 

5. As Lucien walked back home from the old man’s chalet, what plan did he think of?
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6. What other opportunity was given to Lucien at school? 

7. What was the old man’s reply after Lucien confessed to injuring Dani, and that he wanted to make a peace offer-
ing to him by giving him the ark? Are there truths in that statement? Why or why not?

8. What did Annette do to the ark Lucien offered to Dani?

Chapter 11
1. What was the news Dani’s father received from the doctor?

2. For what reason was Dani downhearted after his father mentioned going up to the high pastures to feed the 
cows?

3. Did they come up with a solution to solve this? What was it?

4. What did Dani request before going to bed?

Chapter 12
1. Whose carving did the boys at school admire and thought would win? What did Lucien think about it?

2. What was Annette entering for the handcraft competition?

3. Why was Madame Morel nervous during the haymaking season? Did Annette’s father cut the meadow for them 
that year?

4. What did Annette see before she went into the Morel kitchen?

5. According to Annette, why didn’t she want Lucien to win the competition prize?

6. After a little thought on her actions, what did Annette do to Lucien’s entry for the competition?

7. Was Annette’s character the same after she destroyed Lucien’s entry?   

8. Was Annette aware of what caused her character to change?

Chapter 13
1. After seeing his competition entry scattered as splinters, what conclusion did the Morels come to as to what 
happened to the horse? 

2. What was Lucien thinking while he hiked up the mountain to the old man’s chalet?
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3. According to the old man, how did Lucien waste his time? And what was the old man’s approach to earning back 
the love and trust Lucien lost?

4. Even when the whole village seemed not to love and trust Lucien, who did?

5. Through the words of his master and his wife, what did the old man come to believe? And what was his encour-
agement to Lucien?

6. How did Lucien take this to heart?

Chapter 14
1. What puzzled Dani about Annette?

2. Why was Lucien unhappy?

3. Who did Lucien see on his way back from the village? And what was he playing with?

4. What was Dani’s first reaction? What did he say afterward? What caused Dani to answer Lucien’s question?

5. Why didn’t Annette tell Dani the truth about the carving?

6. What did Annette wish while she was alone outside at the end of the chapter? 

Chapter 15
1. Why was Christmas a special day particularly for Dani? 

2. How did Grandmother answer Dani when he asked about giving a present to Jesus? How did Dani apply it? 

3. What realization shocked Annette when she considered asking Christ into her heart?

4. What was something else that bothered Annette after seeing Lucien?

Chapter 16
1. What analogy did Grandmother use to illustrate the state of Annette’s heart?

2. What turmoil did Dani face in the morning and on for the whole day?

3. Why did Dani want to go to bed so early?

4. After changing into his nightshirt, what did Dani pray for? 
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5. Why did Annette go outside?

Chapter 17
1. What happened to Annette while she was walking on the little bridge that crossed the river? 

2. After realizing she sprained her ankle badly, what did she remember that might help her back home? Did she get 
the help she needed?

3. Did Annette hear something while she was pondering on what to do? Who and what was it?

4. How did Annette respond after discovering that the very one she cried out for help was Lucien?

5. What was Lucien’s response? What was his plan? 

Chapter 18
1. What was the first thing Annette said to Lucien after he came back with the sled?

2. What was his response?

3. While Lucien stood at the Burniers’ doorway, what did Grandmother see in him?

4. Who returned home safely after Annette did? What did she bring back with her?

Chapter 19
1. While Annette and Lucien were sitting in the room, what did Grandmother say to them? 

2. According to Annette, when did she forgive Lucien?

3. Which Bible verse did Grandmother remind Annette? According to Grandmother, what does this verse mean?

4. Who did Annette go to meet in the morning?

5. How does the author describe Annette’s father? 

6. What did Annette confess to the schoolmaster?

7. What was the prize for the handcraft competition?

8. What did the schoolmaster suggest to Annette? How did she respond? What did she think of before she made 
that decision?
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Chapter 20
1. Retell what happened on the following school day.

2. What deal did Annette and Lucien make?

3. Describe the shadow that came between Lucien and Annette after Lucien carried Dani back to his house.

4. What should Annette concentrate on when ugly, selfish thoughts try to get into her mind according to Grand-
mother?

5. Which event in the Bible did Lucien remember when he opened up the Bible to read? What did he do after he 
read that passage?

6. Who did Marie mention which caught Lucien’s attention?

7. What were the three difficulties Lucien faced?

Chapter 21
1. Where was Lucien headed in the middle of the blizzard? Why did he go there?

2. What did the old man do after hearing Lucien’s request and the doctor’s name?

3. What were the old man’s instructions on what to say to the doctor and what not to?

4. Which words of Annette’s Grandma did Lucien remember before he went out to the Pass?

5. After many struggles, was he able to cross the Pass?

Chapter 22
1. How was Lucien faithful to the old man’s promise?

2. What was the doctor’s response after Lucien confessed to what happened to Dani?

3. What helped Lucien cross the Pass and safely arrive at the hotel according to the doctor?

4. Who did the doctor and Lucien thank before they had dinner? What did they pray for?

Chapter 23
1. According to Lucien’s mother, why was it good that Lucien did not hear what people in the village were saying 
about him as he and the doctor passed by? 
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2. What was the doctor’s method of curing Dani’s leg?

3. Was that plan acceptable for Dani? What made him change his mind?

4. Did the doctor see something in Grandma after she greeted him at the door? What was it?

5. What was the important errand the doctor needed to do before leaving for the hospital the next day and why?

6. Who was this old man?

Chapter 24
1. As Lucien retold his experience in the Pass to Annette, according to him, what happened that day?

2. Which passage from Scripture did Annette read before bedtime?

3. What advice did Grandma give to Annette on her upcoming journey?

4. What did Dani bring with him on the train to the doctor’s place?

Chapter 25
1. What did Annette remind herself whenever she felt cross and impatient with the children?

2. How was Dani’s experience in the hospital?

3. What was one thing that comforted Dani while in the hospital?

4. What happened to Dani while he lay sleeping? Did Dani get well? 

Chapter 26
1. Why was Lucien no longer lonely or unhappy at school?

2. How was Lucien different from his past self?

3. What was one sadness that occurred to Lucien during that time?

4. Which carving did Lucien receive from the old man as a parting gift?

5. What did that cross remind Lucien of? 

6. What did Lucien realize after Dani came off the train completely healed?  
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Chapter 1
1.	 Madame Morel, Lucien, and Annette
2.	 Annette thought of Christmas being sad “...when she thought 

about the inn where there was no room…”
3.	 A new little brother
4.	 Her wish was for Annette to bring him up, love him, and look 

after him in place for his mother.
5.	 She passed away
Chapter 2
1.	 Annette demonstrates her love by sacrificially caring for her 

brother just as any mother would.
2.	 Her father’s trouble was that he couldn’t afford to pay a wom-

an to nurse Dani while Annette needed new winter boots as 
well as education for her school. Annette’s solution was that 
she could look after Dani and do her schoolwork at the same 
time at home.

3.	 His idea was to see if Annette’s grandmother would be willing 
to come and take care of the household while teaching An-
nette. 

4.	 Grandmother was old and suffered from rheumatics.
5.	 Annette struggled with arithmetic but thoroughly enjoyed 

history.
Chapter 3
1.	 5 Years
2.	 His prayer was for Father Christmas to drop by and give him a 

little present.
3.	 He found a tiny white kitten curled up in his slipper.
4.	 According to the Father, the kitten had strayed across from 

the barn. According to Annette, a pure white kitten must 
have dropped straight from heaven. According to Dani: Father 
Christmas.

Chapter 4
1.	 No one else would milk the cows because Lucien had no 

father.
2.	 His sled bumped straight into Annette’s sled sideways and 

lifted her clean into the ditch.
3.	 He should have stayed with Annette and helped her out of the 

ditch, not losing his temper at once.
4.	 Lucien’s temper flared up instantly, and lifting his foot, he 

kicked Dani’s snowman into little bits.
5.	 Lucien had a problem with anger and he lacked humility.
6.	 She remembered what Grandmother told her that the Bible 

said “Don’t go to bed angry.” Although she hesitated while 
there was still time to apologize, she went in and slammed the 
door behind her.

7.	 He thought about how nice it would be to reconcile and start 
again. He could just go and say sorry to Annette, but he did 
not apologize to her.

8.	 The quarrel began because neither would be the first to 
forgive.

Chapter 5
1.	 He went up the mountain to pick flowers for Annette’s 

birthday.
2.	 Lucien
3.	 He told himself he would not hurt Dani, but he thought 

he might take Dani’s flowers.
4.	 Dani told Lucien that he would tell on him to his father.
5.	 Dani’s feet slipped and he fell over the edge.
6.	 Lucien sank down on the grass. But as soon as he found 

out that no one saw what had happened, he thought 
that if he hurried home and behaved as if nothing had 
happened, no one ever would know.

7.	 God. God sees all things.
Chapter 6
1.	 She went indoors and prayed. As she prayed she saw 

a picture of an angel walking with Dani, and she saw 
in the shadow of those wings there was shelter and 
warmth and safety.

2.	 Madame Morel’s chalet. She found out that Dani fell 
over the ravine.

3.	 Once again, she saw a picture of Dani, being caught up 
safely in the angel’s arms.

4.	 Yes, she had seen correctly. Dani never reached the 
water at all. He had fallen onto a jutting-out boulder.

5.	 He secured a rope around a tree trunk and flung it over 
the boulder. Then gripping it with his hands and knees, 
he slid down the slippery rocks and disappeared into 
the ravine.

Chapter 7
1.	 Annette
2.	 She told herself that she should never, never forgive him 

as long as she lives. 
3.	 Dani requested her to sing Oh que Ta main paternelle, 

Me bénisse à mon coucheŕ. Annette refused to sing that 
song because it was a prayer asking the Father in heaven 
to forgive all the wrong things done and said and 
thought during the day. She could not really sing about 
forgiving wrongs when her heart was so full of hatred 
toward Lucien.

4.	 She reminded her that when we do wrong, it often 
brings its own punishment without anyone else 
interfering. Annette did not take much notice of 
Grandmother’s words, instead, she would see to it that 
everybody in the village would find out what happened 
until everyone would hate Lucien for what he had done 
to Dani.

5.	 Grandma told Annette to go on trusting the Savior to 
hold Dani, and do the very best for him, to have all our 
hatred melted away, leave Lucien to God, and that God 
loved Lucien just the same as He loved Dani.
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Chapter 8
1.	 She was afraid of the Burniers, of the law, and afraid of the 

doctors’ bills that she could not pay.
2.	 Lucien’s change in attitude surprised his mother.
3.	 Lucien decided he would not go and hide all day in the woods 

and come back late in the afternoon so that his mother would 
think he had been at school and no one from school would 
ask questions.

4.	 He decided to try to carve out the shape of a chamois, one of 
the wild mountain goats.

5.	 He had found something to do in his isolated state. He could 
carve and he would not mind being alone again.

6.	 He lied to his mother about not attending school.
7.	 Not very long. Everything was revealed by his older sister, 

Marie.
Chapter 9
1.	 Almost everybody in the village knew about Dani’s injury.
2.	 Answers will vary.
3.	 They had loved his mother who had grown up amongst them. 

When she died, they were all prepared to love her children.
4.	 Children wandered up the mountains in search of the first 

alpine flowers for him. The schoolmaster who sent fascinating 
picture books. The innkeeper sent brown speckled eggs. The 
baker made golden doughboys. The postman decided to write 
Dani a weekly picture postcard. He would toil up the hill to 
deliver it himself.

Chapter 10
1.	 Just as the village did all they could to comfort Dani, so they 

shunned Lucien. They took no notice of him.
2.	 Working hard and being silent.
3.	 The old man of the mountain.
4.	 He gave Lucien the opportunity to learn to use carving tools 

and introduce him to a friend who would sell woodcrafts for 
him.

5.	 He would make Noah’s ark for Dani as the old man had done 
as a peace offering.

6.	 An inspector came to the school and set a handcraft competi-
tion for the children. 

7.	 He told Lucien that it is hard work to win back love. If he spent 
his time putting the love of his heart into his deeds for those 
who are not his friends, he may often be disappointed and 
discouraged. But if he kept on, he would find his happiness in 
loving others, whether he is loved back or not. 

8.	 She flung Noah’s ark with all her strength into the woodpile 
below.

Chapter 11
1.	 He was informed that Dani would not be able to walk straight. 

The bad leg was shorter than the good one.
2.	 He suddenly realized that he could no longer follow the cows 

up the mountain.
3.	 Yes, He would follow them in a little wood cart to watch the 

cows assemble.
4.	 He asked them to carry him to the top of the mountain.
Chapter 12
1.	 Pierre’s bear ink-holder carving. But Lucien thought that 

the bear could easily be mistaken for a dog or any other 
animal.

2.	 Annette was entering a dark blue jersey she had knitted 
for Dani to wear on Sundays and festivals. 

3.	 She had been a little nervous that year, just in case, by 
way of revenge, Mr. Burnier refused to come. He was 
hard at work the following morning. 

4.	 She saw Lucien’s entry for the competition.
5.	 According to Annette, if he won the prize, everybody 

would perhaps like him for it and would begin to forget 
that he had hurt Dani. Annette made sure he was never 
to be happy again.

6.	 Annette pushed it over and stamped on it so that Luc-
ien’s horse lay in splinters. 

7.	 No. All peace and joy disappeared from her and she 
became bitter, harsh, and cross.

8.	 She knew deep in her heart what happened to her. She 
had done a mean, deceitful action, and her heart was 
heavy and dark at the thought of it. 

Chapter 13
1.	 They concluded that a cat may have pushed it over.
2.	 Lucien lost all hope and could think of nothing but his 

lost prize and disappointment.
3.	 The old man points out that if Lucien was using his own 

skill for his own ends, it will never buy him love, and he 
would be wasting his time. If Lucien would want others 
to love him again, he must use his skill in loving and 
serving others. 

4.	 The old man of the mountain.
5.	 The old man came to believe in the love and mercy of 

God and the forgiveness of his sins. His encouragement 
to Lucien was that there is a way to start over again. He 
has to leave the past to God. And put his trust in God’s 
forgiveness.

6.	 He thought about it a lot. He knew he couldn’t restore 
Dani’s leg, but one day thought of doing something 
good for him. Also, he realized he could change his 
attitude towards his mother.

Chapter 14
1.	 Dani was puzzled by the dull and rather cross appear-

ance of Annette.
2.	 He was unhappy that Pierre got the prize, and his 

thought of God not being so quick to forgive such a 
horrible boy as him. 

3.	 He saw Dani playing with the wooden animals on the 
ark which Dani carved for him.

4.	 His first reaction was to yell at him but went on explain-
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ing to Lucien because he saw the unhappiness of Lucien, and 
unhappiness was a thing that his friendly little heart could not 
bear.

5.	 If Dani knew the truth he would forgive Lucien at once, and go 
and thank him. Annette did not want this to happen.

6.	 She regretted what she had done.
Chapter 15
1.	 Christmas was Dani and Klaus’ birthday, as well as a day to 

remember Christ’s birth on earth.
2.	 Grandmother answered that Dani can give his own self to the 

Lord Jesus, ask Him to make him very loving and able to do 
what He would like you to do. Throughout the day, Dani tried 
to be loving and obedient, in order to please God’s Son.

3.	 She realized the hatred inside her heart towards Lucien.
4.	 She did not want to admit what she had done to Lucien’s prize, 

nor did she want to listen to the Lord Jesus when He referred 
to it.

Chapter 16
1.	 She illustrated that the darker the room, the more it needs 

the light, and when love comes in, hatred and selfishness, and 
unkindness will give way to it, just as the darkness gives way 
when you let in the sunshine. 

2.	 Dani had lost Klaus.
3.	 Dani wanted to say his prayers.
4.	 He prayed for Klaus.
5.	 She decided to go for a walk up the riverbed so that she might 

be able to see Klaus.
Chapter 17
1.	 She slipped on a sheet of ice and sprained her ankle badly.
2.	 She remembered that there was a chalet where a young wood-

man and his wife lived there. If she could drag herself on her 
hands and knees to their door they would take her home on 
their sled. No. Nothing stirred in the little house. No friendly 
footsteps came towards her.

3.	 She saw Lucien and heard the sound of his skis running 
through soft snow.

4.	 She didn’t care who it was that came for help. She forgot every-
thing except that she was found and saved.

5.	 Lucien helped her get warm and told her to stay put until he 
fetched a sled to take her back to her chalet.

Chapter 18
1.	 She confessed that she broke Lucien’s entry for the competi-

tion and asked for his forgiveness. 
2.	 Lucien forgave Annette.
3.	 She saw Lucen’s repentant attitude, hungry appeal, timid hope, 

and dawning courage on his face.
4.	 Klaus with her kittens.
Chapter 19
1.	 She told the children to stop this quarrel and take the courage 

to forgive each other and start again, and be kind.

2.	 Annette forgave Lucien when he rescued her from the 
mountain. 

3.	 1 John 4:18-19. Perfect love sends away fear. When Jesus 
brings his perfect love into our hearts it drives out un-
kindness and selfishness, and it can also drive out fear.

4.	 Annette went to see the schoolmaster.
5.	 He is a good, wise man, a very busy man, working hard 

from early morning till late at night to make his little 
farm pay enough to keep his children. He often thought 
about his children and prayed for them.

6.	 She confessed that she ruined Lucien’s competition 
entry.

7.	 The prize was a beautiful book full of pictures of all the 
mountains in Switzerland. 

8.	 The schoolmaster suggested Annette give Lucien her 
prize. Annette agreed after thinking of the Lord Jesus, 
with his perfect love, and that He wouldn’t want her to 
keep back anything for Lucien.

Chapter 20
1.	 The master announced that he had decided to award a 

further prize to Lucien for his carving.
2.	 They decided to share the prize.
3.	 Both were thinking that however much they made up 

their quarrel, Dani still could not walk.
4.	 Think about the love of Jesus all she can. Read about the 

love of Jesus every day in the Bible and keep her heart 
full of it.

5.	 He remembered Christ’s miracle about how He made 
a lame man walk. He prayed with all his heart that God 
would heal Dani and make him walk properly again, as 
he cured people in the Bible.

6.	 A very clever doctor who can cure almost anyone with 
broken bones.

7.	 1. The doctor’s fees were very high, and Lucien had no 
money  2. The Pass was probably blocked 3. He doubted 
that the doctor would take a local train with a boy he 
didn’t know, and climb the mountain in a blizzard to see 
an unknown child.

Chapter 21
1.	 He hiked up to the old man’s chalet. He went to retrieve 

the money he provided for anyone in need.
2.	 He gave the money to Lucien and instructed him to give 

it to the doctor.
3.	 He instructed Lucien to tell the doctor that the money 

is a payment of a debt. He also instructed Lucien not to 
reveal where the old man lives.

4.	 Perfect love sends away fear… if we really believe that 
Jesus loves us perfectly there is nothing left to be afraid 
of. If he loves us perfectly, he will never let anything 
really harm us.

5.	 Yes
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Chapter 22
1.	 He did not break the promise with the old man by refusing to 

tell the doctor.
2.	 He agreed to travel with him and take a look at his leg. 
3.	 He didn’t think anything but the perfect love of the Lord Jesus 

could have sheltered Lucien in that storm, or guided him on 
the right road, or kept him from being too afraid to go on. 

4.	 They thanked the Savior for His perfect love, stronger than 
storm or tempest, which had guided Lucien’s steps through the 
darkness and saved him from fear and death, and he prayed for 
Dani, that God would give him, the doctor, skill to heal Dani’s 
leg.

Chapter 23
1.	 Since Lucien was spoken of as though he were some modern 

miracle, his mother thought listening to such things would 
have made him in vain. 

2.	 His plan was to operate on Dani and have him stay long in the 
hospital.

3.	 He did not approve of it, but he changed his mind when he 
heard that Annette was traveling along with him.

4.	 He saw the sacrifice and the simple selflessness that gave up 
the children without question because it was best for them to 
go. 

5.	 He had an errand to visit the old man of the mountain to ask 
some questions about the money.

6.	 The old man was the Doctor’s father.
Chapter 24
1.	 He asked the Lord to send his fear away. 
2.	 1 Corinthians 13:4
3.	 The love of Jesus is kind and patient. If her heart is full of love, 

there won’t be room for discontent. Grandmother told her to 
keep her heart full of the love of Jesus; read about it and think 
about it.

4.	 Klaus’ white kitten.
Chapter 25
1.	 She would remind herself what she had learned from Grand-

mother’s Bible reading that love is kind and patient.
2.	 All that week in the hospital, Dani lay feeling feverish and 

miserable.
3.	 A picture of the Lord Jesus sitting in a field of flowers, and the 

children of the world all around him, looking up into his face.
4.	 He recovered.
Chapter 26
1.	 Lucien had proved to them that he was sorry by his dangerous 

journey across the mountain and the children had accepted 
him back as one of themselves.

2.	 Ever since the Savior had come into his heart he had known 
that there must be a difference. Lucien realized that as long as 
he kept close to the Lord by praying and reading his Bible every 
day, the love was stronger than the bad temper and laziness.

3.	 His old wood carving friend moved away to live with his 
son.

4.	 A wooden cross made of two pieces of rough wood.
5.	 The cross reminded Lucien that there wasn’t one bad 

thing left that couldn’t be forgiven, not one person who 
had done wrong who couldn’t be saved because the 
Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins.

6.	 He realized that his great wrong was forgiven and 
forgotten forever. Dani could walk just as though he had 
never fallen.
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Chapter 1
1. How old was Adoniram when he opened the Plymouth Independent Academy?

2. What did Adoniram choose to do about the school? Why did he do that?

3. Which job did Adoniram refuse to train for and why?

4. What was Adoniram’s view of Jesus? How did his parents express their concern and care about their first-born 
son?

5. Instead of ministry, what interested him as his job?

6. Where did Adoniram travel when he was a little short of twenty years old?

7. Who did Adoniram meet at His uncle’s house? What conversation did he have with him?

8. What event happened in the inn? What thought occurred to Adoniram after the agonizing crying and weeping 
from the room next to him ceased?

9. Who was this young man who died next to his room? What was his relation to Adoniram? 

Chapter 2
1. What dark reality did Adoniram face about his helpless unbelief in a Sovereign God?

2. Contrary to his expectation, what kind of welcome did Adoniram receive from his parents after his return? Why 
did his parents welcome him that way?

3. How did Adoniram’s job suit him in Boston? After returning home yet again, where did he decide to attend?

4. What realization occurred to Adoniram which led him to the knowledge of Salvation and God’s saving grace?

5. In the student prayer meeting, what did Adoniram add to the list of requests to pray about?

6. What opportunity did Adoniram see in the book he was reading?

7. What changed in the new pros list that was different from the first original one? What does Adoniram acknowl-
edge in the new list?

8. How was the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions founded?



Adoniram Judson Discussion Questions

21

9. What was Ann’s response to Adoniram’s proposal?

Chapter 3
1. What happened to Adoniram on the way to London?

2. Even while in a pirate ship as a prisoner, what was Adoniram’s focus?

3. How did Adoniram get out of prison in France?

4. What was the response of the council after a heated discussion to provide funding for the mission?

5. On his way home from England, why did Adoniram visit the innkeepers?

6. What date and year were Adoniram and Ann married? What significant event happened the following day?

7. During which event on the voyage did the opportunity arise for the missionaries to unite and pray?

8. Who did the missionaries meet in India? What was his view about going to Burma?

9. At the end of the chapter, Where did Adoniram and Ann plan to serve? 

Chapter 4
1. On the way out from India and to Mauritius, who stopped them in their journey?

2. In their desperate situation, what does Adoniram remind Ann and Luther? What do they do after the important 
reminder? 

3. After working several months in Mauritius, what conclusion did the Judsons come to, and what plans did they 
make next?

4. What did they discover after arriving at Madras? What change of plan did the Judsons make? Where did they 
head out to?

5. While at the sea, what tragedy struck the Judsons?

6. When did the Judsons finally reach Burma?

Chapter 5
1. What was the first impression of Rangoon according to Adoniram?
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2. In his mission report to the churches in America, what did Adoniram report of happenings in Burma?

3. According to Adoniram, whose company did he experience while he was ministering in Burma?

4. What made it difficult to learn the Burmese language according to Felix?

5. How was God’s protection for His missionaries portrayed in January of 1814?

6. During the journey to the city of Ava, what trial did Felix go through?

7. Describe the progress the Judsons made after some months living on their own in Rangoon.

8. What news reached the Judsons in a letter from Luther Rice?

9. After the news, what joys and trials came upon the Judsons?

Chapter 6
1. What had Ann been doing since the death of her son?

2. In what ways was the printing press useful for the Judsons and the ministry?

3. How was Ann’s trust in God’s guidance displayed when Phoebe was in a state of hysteria and anxiety?

4. What does Ann remind herself of when fear enters her heart?

5. For how long was Adoniram gone before the Houghs planned to go to India?

6. During Adoniram’s absence, what sign did Ann ask the Lord to show her to leave the boat? What was the result 
after being shown that sign?

7. What was Adoniram’s new mission strategy?

8. Who was Adoniram’s first convert?

9. What is interesting about the similarity between the Judsons’ ministry and Christ’s ministry according to Ann?

Chapter 7
1. Where was Adoniram headed to at the beginning of this chapter?

2. What did Adoniram do when the pirates raided the boat to Ava? Were his prayers answered?
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3. What concerns did Adoniram have for those who attended the service in the Judsons’ Zayat?

4. What was Adoniram’s goal to achieve from the Golden Presence?

5. What was Adoniram’s gift to King Bayidaw? Did the king accept it?

6. What was the king’s response to Adoniram’s appeal for religious freedom?

7. How did Ann encourage Adoniram?

8. Who was Adoniram thankful to God for?

9. How did the three new converts grow in their faith? How were the Judsons encouraged by it?

10. What difference did Adoniram observe in Christianity versus the religion of this world?

Chapter 8
1. After their return to Rangoon, what good news and bad news awaited the Judsons?

2. How did the Burmese people engage and serve in the ministry?

3. Why did Ann leave Rangoon?

4. What was the urgent meeting with the teacher about?

5. Who were the new visitors who visited Adoniram several months after the teacher’s departure?

6. How did Adoniram explain the work of Christ in his ministry even if the fruits seemed not to bear much fruit 
immediately?

7. What opportunity was Adoniram given in the presence of the king? What did Adoniram receive from him?

8. What news reached the Judsons on Sunday, 23rd of May, 1824?

Chapter 9
1. Who arrested Adoniram at his home?

2. How did Adoniram’s diary reveal the method of torture inflicted upon the prisoners?

3. How did Ann cooperate in preventing the government from discovering and destroying Adoniram’s work?
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4. What encouraged Adoniram when he was near to total despair?

5. Although rough, bumpy, and uncomfortable, why did the pillow Adoniram received in prison comfort him?

6. What did Adoniram do in prison upon hearing about the birth of his daughter?

7. After demolishing the prison hut, what happened to Adoniram’s pillow that contained the translation work?

8. Where were the prisoners taken to?

Chapter 10
1. As Ann and others arrived at Amarapura, where were the prisoners transferred to?

2. What was Mary diagnosed with?

3. What was brought to the prison Adoniram was in? How did Ann pray in this situation? 

4. What was the rumor spreading around the prison?

5. Which item was recovered when Adoniram returned to the mission house? 

6. When was Adoniram released from prison?

7. Where did the Judsons relocate their ministry?

8. After leaving Ann at Amherst, what emotional entry did Adoniram record in his diary?

9. What sadness upon sadness was brought upon Adoniram in 1827?

10. What was Adoniram’s method of coping with this great burden of grief?

11. Describe Adoniram’s spiritual state after the death of Ann, Maria, and His wife, daughter, and adopted daugh-
ter?

12. At the end of 1832, what great task did Adoniram accomplish?

Chapter 11
1. Why aren’t missionaries special people according to Sarah?

2. Why did Koo-chil want to talk with Adoniram?
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3. As Adoniram reflected back in his memories, what did he recognize about the goodness of God?

4. Which milestone did Adoniram complete on the 24th of October 1840?

5. How were the Judsons’ prayers answered on their journey to Culcutta?

6. What additional trial did Adoniram face in which he recorded again in his diary?

Chapter 12
1. Who was present upon the arrival and return of Adoniram, and his children to the United States?

2. Why were they there?

3. What sad news came from Burma while the Judsons were in the States?

4. Which book was introduced to Adoniram on the train?

5. What did Miss Chubbock agree on writing?

6. What were the three letters Adoniram sent about?

7. Why did the Judsons leave Burma for the very last time?

8. When and where did Adoniram Judson pass away into the arms of his Savior Whom he faithfully and diligently 
loved and served?
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Chapter 1
1.	 19 years old
2.	 Adoniram chose to give up the idea of running the school 

because he couldn’t bear the thought of teaching for the rest 
of his life.  

3.	 He refused to train to become a minister like his father. He 
told his father that he couldn’t be a minister because, in his 
thinking, the Bible is not God’s Word and no different from any 
other book. 

4.	 Adoniram did not view Jesus as the Son of God. He only 
viewed Him as a good man. Adoniram’s father fervently plead-
ed to the Lord for his son’s soul. His mother wept, prayed, and 
begged until he could take no more. 

5.	 A writer for a theater company.
6.	 He traveled to New York.
7.	 He met a young preacher to keep him company. Adoniram 

found himself talking to him about disappointments, doubts, 
hopes, and fears. Ultimately, the conversation led to the 
preacher’s mention of Jesus.

8.	 Right next to the room he was staying in was a man ill and 
dying. His agonizing weeping and crying led his thoughts to his 
mortality and his eternal destination.

9.	 The man next door was Adoniram’s atheist friend, Jacob 
Eames.

Chapter 2
1.	 Adoniram realized that even if he had known it was his friend 

who was dying, he could have done absolutely nothing to give 
him hope or to even comfort him.

2.	 He was welcomed with tenderness back to his home because 
his parents prayed every day many times a day that their son 
would come safely home and that he would come to faith in 
Jesus. 

3.	 It didn’t suit him well. Since He couldn’t settle anything in 
Boston, he decided to go to a Bible College

4.	 He was convinced of God’s saving grace through the truth of 
God’s Word, based on the realization that God doesn’t tell lies. 

5.	 Adoniram requested to pray that they all may be humble 
and that they would want to show people Jesus rather than 
themselves. 

6.	 He read of Burma where only one missionary was present and 
that no part of the Bible was yet translated into the native 
language. 

7.	 The main difference between his first and second list is that he 
acknowledged God’s sovereignty in his life and gave the Lord 
full control of his future in the second list. 

8.	 The Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions was founded 
by the mention of the principle: “we’d better not attempt to 
stop God,” at the end of the meeting.

9.	 That Jesus is faithful, His promises are precious, and that she 
could not decline an offer which she believes to be God’s Will.

Chapter 3
1.	 The ship Adoniram boarded was raided by pirates and 

he was taken prisoner.
2.	 His focus was on ministry. He took out his Hebrew Old 

Testament and notebook and continued to translate 
verses from Hebrew to Latin.

3.	 He was able to exit the prison by ducking under a tall 
American’s cloak and walking out of the cell as one.

4.	 The Council decided that they would provide some 
funding work.

5.	 Adoniram went around to all the inns in which he pre-
viously stayed and left without paying the bill so that he 
can pay off the debt owed to them.

6.	 February 5th, 1812 
7.	 The boat they were on sprung a leak and was in danger 

of sinking days away from land.
8.	 The missionaries met the experienced English mission-

ary, William Carey, who informed them that the situa-
tion would not improve and new missionaries would 
not be welcomed there.

9.	 They thought they might fund an area of service in 
either Mauritius or Madagascar. Adoniram and Ann’s 
plans were made in the direction of Mauritius.

Chapter 4
1.	 The Officials from the East India Company.
2.	 Adoniram reminded them that however powerful the 

opposing forces are, God is powerful still. They prayed 
for guidance and wisdom for the next step they were 
supposed to take.

3.	 They made plans to move to Madras to see if they can 
find an opportunity there.

4.	 In Madras they found a boat about to leave for Ran-
goon, Burma.

5.	 Their first child died at birth and was buried at sea.
6.	 July 13th, 1813
Chapter 5
1.	 It was loud, colorful, and the smell of tobacco was in the 

air.
2.	 Adoniram wrote of the country’s rich beautiful appear-

ance, but at the same time, he wrote of their habitual 
immorality through constant robberies and murders. 

3.	 Adoniram has the assurance that God was their compa-
ny since He called them there. 

4.	 According to Felix, it was difficult to learn the language 
because it did not consist of sentences, paragraphs, or 
punctuations.

5.	 God cared for His servants when a violent robbery 
occurred right next to their mission house.

6.	 He lost his wife and his little son on that journey.
7.	 The Judsons worked on a dictionary, a Burmese gram-

mar, and a translation of Matthew’s Gospel.
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8.	 The Baptist Missionary Society was established in nearly every 
state, and that George Hough, a printer, was making his way to 
Burma to print Burmese Bibles for the Judsons.

9.	 Little Roger was born to Adoniram and Ann, but soon after his 
birth, he stopped breathing and passed away.    

Chapter 6
1.	 She threw herself into the ministry work since her son’s death 

by teaching twenty to thirty pupils and nearly finishing her 
book of questions and answers about Christianity.

2.	 They were able to print a seven-page leaflet outlining Christi-
anity and explaining their work.

3.	 She reminded Phoebe that even if Adoniram wasn’t there to 
help when he is needed, God is, and all the noise in the world 
won’t scare the Lord away.

4.	 Although Ann has reasons to feel fearful, she assures herself 
that all she needs to know is that God is in this situation with 
her. 

5.	 After leaving Rangoon, Adoniram was gone for a year.
6.	 She requested the Lord for a restless spirit if she were to leave 

the boat. After a sleepless night, the opportunity of leaving the 
boat came when the weight of the cargo caused danger for the 
journey. After returning to Rangoon, she was informed that 
Adoniram was alive. A few days later, they were reunited.

7.	 Adoniram suggested they build a zayat on pagoda street.
8.	 Maung Nau
9.	 According to Ann, their ministry was similar to Christ’s 

because those who were receiving the gospel were the poor 
rather than the rich.

Chapter 7
1.	 Adoniram was headed to Ava, where the king’s court was 

located.
2.	 He prayed as the pirates searched his luggage. His brown cloth 

which contained the translation work was still intact.
3.	 His concern was that their freedom to speak about God was 

being curtailed and that those who listened to them were 
persecuted and often taken into custody to be questioned.

4.	 Adoniram’s goal was to ask for sufficient freedom of belief so 
that those who want to learn more about Christ would be able 
to learn without fear of the consequences.

5.	 A six-volume Bible covered in pure gold leaf. He wasn’t in the 
least impressed with their gift. 

6.	 He was even less impressed with their request. 
7.	 She encouraged Adoniram by pointing out that there is now a 

Bible in the Golden Palace, and that God can use His Word to 
work in the people there.

8.	 Adoniram was thankful for his wife because she supported 
him in many ways, she did not complain about his long and 
frequent absences, and she always had a positive attitude even 
when circumstances discouraged him. 

9.	 The three new converts were growing bolder day by day. They 
were always talking about Jesus despite the possibility of per-

secution. The Judsons were encouraged to see how God 
was at work in these new converts, and it gave them 
hope for the future works of God.

10.	In this world, the rich are more important than the 
poor. But in the Christian faith, it is often the poor of the 
world who receive the truth, and earthly riches do not 
ultimately matter.

Chapter 8
1.	 The good news was that the believers in Rangoon grew 

to 10 total. The bad news was that the teacher was 
undergoing many trials and was being persecuted by 
the authorities.

2.	 They started a small school for both boys and girls and 
used tracts and gave it to people who seemed interest-
ed in finding out more about Jesus.

3.	 Ann became ill and left to go abroad for treatment.
4.	 The teacher came to bid farewell to Adoniram because 

he was moving away to avoid further persecutions from 
the authorities.  

5.	 Dr. Jonathan Price, his wife, and their baby daughter.
6.	 Adoniram told the Dr. that in the Bible, it is stated that 

the heavens rejoice when one sinner comes to Jesus. The 
rejoicing of angels eighteen times in ten years is no small 
thing. 

7.	 Adoniram was given the opportunity to preach before 
the king. He received a piece of land in Ava.

8.	 They received news that Britain and Burma were at war 
and the British had taken Rangoon.

Chapter 9
1.	 The Spotted Faces; the most feared of all the govern-

ment’s men.
2.	 They were chained by their ankles and were hoisted up 

by a pulley leaving their shoulders and the back of their 
head to touch the ground.

3.	 Ann hunted the house for anything in English and 
burned them. She buried the translation work wrapped 
up in thick material as far from the house she could.

4.	 He received a pillow from Ann to rest his head and be 
comfortable. 

5.	 Inside the pillow was all his translation work, all that 
exists in the world of the Bible in Burmese.

6.	 He thanked the Lord for the news he received and all 
the experiences he went through, even for the time 
spent in prison.

7.	 It was taken from him and was thrown into the prison 
rubbish heap.

8.	 Amarapura
Chapter 10
1.	 They were transferred to Oung-pen-la.
2.	 Mary developed a rash which was identified as small-

pox.
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3.	 A big cart with a lioness was brought into the prison. Ann 
prayed for the Lord to shut the mouth of the lion as He shut 
them for Daniel.

4.	 The rumor was that all prisoners were to be buried alive to 
please the gods and give Burma victory.

5.	 Adoniram discovered that his pillow, the precious translation 
stuffed pillow, had been recovered.

6.	 Adoniram was finally released on the last day of the year 1825, 
a year and a half after his arrest. 

7.	 Amherst
8.	 Adoniram recorded the devastating news of the passing of his 

precious wife.
9.	 His adopted daughter, Abby, and his biological daughter Maria 

died.
10.	His method of coping with grief was to throw himself into his 

mission work.
11.	He became isolated from others and sat alone in the jungle in 

despair.
12.	He finished the whole translation of the New Testament into 

the Burmese language.
Chapter 11
1.	 Missionaries aren’t special people in regards to classes or posi-

tion in society because they are simply messengers who carry 
the special message of the redemption of Christ and His work 
on the cross. 

2.	 Koo-chil wanted to share with Adoniram his realization of his 
sin and Christ’s atoning work and of God’s forgiveness.

3.	 Especially in his time of deep depression, God was with him 
even though Adoniram couldn’t physically feel his presence. 
He thanked and praised God for His steadfast care and for the 
refuge He provided for him.

4.	 Adoniram completed the complete translation of the Bible 
into Burmese.

5.	 The voyage to Culcutta was extremely rough. It was expected 
that the passengers would drown. But by God’s providence, 
the tides came up and they were free to finish their journey.

6.	 He recorded his wife’s death at sea on her way to see George, 
her son.

Chapter 12
1.	 Many news reporters, magazine reporters, church leaders, and 

other locals.
2.	 They thought of Adoniram as some kind of celebrity.  
3.	 He received a letter from Burma telling him that his little son 

Charles had died.
4.	 He was handed a book Trippings in Author Land by Emily 

Chubbock.
5.	 She agreed to write a biography of Adoniram’s wife, Sarah.
6.	 The first was to Emily to consider marriage, and the other two 

were for his family about his hopes and dreams.
7.	 They departed Rangoon, Burma for the very last time because 

of the growing persecutions in that country.

8.	 Friday, 12th of April, 1850. He died not far off the coast 
of Burma.
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Chapter 1
1. What were the Chinese people doing at the beginning of this chapter?

2. Why did Chinese women walk with bound feet in those days?

3. How did the Chinese view these foreigners?

4. What was Hudson’s message to the Chinese?

5. How did Hudson’s listeners respond?

Chapter 2
1. When did Hudson’s journey to China begin?

2. What did Mrs. Taylor’s journal consist of?

3. Why did those at the Methodist church refer to Mrs. Taylor as a nightingale?

4. What very important principle does Mrs. Taylor record in her journal right after the record of her marriage?

5. What did Mr. Taylor choose to do with his firstborn son?

6. What does Mrs. Taylor also observe in her children?

7. What important lesson did Amelia learn from her mother about sibling relationships?

Chapter 3
1. What was the conversation at the Breakfast table about?

2. According to Mr. Taylor, what pities him about China even if it is a country of great numbers in population, 
inventions, and territory?

3. To further the gospel in China, what did Mr. Taylor say Christians should do?

4. Who was given the most inspiration through this brief conversation about China?

5. What was his father’s response after Hudson enthusiastically expressed his willingness to go to China?

Chapter 4
1. How does Amelia’s journal describe Hudson’s former spiritual life?
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2. What sin did Hudson struggle with?

3. Was Hudson’s soul missing something according to Mrs. Taylor? What was it?

4. What did Amelia commit to doing for her lost and wayward brother?

5. When did Hudson finally give himself to Christ?

6. Which occasion brought him to an interest in the gospel?

7. How did Hudson’s Mother know of her son’s conversion eighty miles away?

8. Why should we not be ashamed of Christ and His Word? How did Amelia explain it to Louisa?

9. During Hudson’s prayer, what did the voice which spoke to his soul say?

Chapter 5
1. Why did Mrs. Taylor think that Hudson would not easily find a woman to marry him?

2. What did Hudson and Mrs. Taylor do together before Hudson’s journey to China?

3. According to Mrs. Taylor, why was she letting Hudson leave his family and not keeping him at her house with the 
family?

4. What is Hudson’s reason to leave for China? What did he restate to his mother just before his ship sailed away 
from the dock?

5. Hudson did face suffering in parting with his mother at the dock. What does Hudson mention about suffering 
for Christ?

Chapter 6
1. What does Amelia think of Louisa’s faith in Christ? What does Amelia want most for her sister?

2. According to Hudson’s letter, what essentials did he need to study Mandarin?

3. To where did Hudson invite Amelia to travel with him, and who did they meet?

4. What was Hudson’s response after Mr. Lobscheild’s remark about the impossibility of him getting the Chinese 
people to listen?
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5. For Hudson, what was far more important than to live in comfort?

6. How was Hudson managing his income? What did he do with the money he received? Did this make him happy? 
Why or why not?

7. How did Hudson experience provision after a total lack of money?

8. Why didn’t Hudson visit Dr. Hardey and remind him that his salary is overdue?

9. How did God work out His sovereign plan for Hudson’s salary?

Chapter 7
1. How did Hudson help his old landlady when she was struggling financially? How did that affect Hudson? Even 
when Hudson ended up with no money at all, who was looking after Hudson financially? 

2. What was Amelia’s explanation of the storm Hudson faced being part of the devil’s schemes? What important 
part did Amelia explain to Louise regarding this?

3. How did Hudson comfort himself during the storm?

4. Who did Hudson meet on board, and what did they organize together?

5. What did the four men do when they were informed that the ship was slowly drifting towards sunken reefs? 
Were their prayers answered?

6. What did Hudson realize after arriving in Shanghai?

Chapter 8
1. What could Hudson do and not do amidst the fierce battle north of Shanghai?

2. What did Hudson wish for the most in his letter?

3. Where did Hudson head to after arriving in Songjiang?

4. How did Hudson respond when the priest asked him to kneel before Buddha?

5. What happened at Tong Zhou? What was this place known as?

6. Who was the first convert in China?
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7. How did Hudson seek to make the Chinese more comfortable around him?

Chapter 9
1. What did William and Hudson boldly do at Nanxun’s immoral play?

2. How did that action lead to some hearing the Gospel?

3. Why was Hudson disheartened and discouraged?

4. What did Hudson decide to do after leaving the CES?

5. When were Hudson and Maria married?

6. Even amidst trials in their life, what strengthened Hudson and Maria?

7. What caused Hudson and Maria to be separated?

Chapter 10
1. What did the whole Taylor family share in common by spring of 1860?

2. How many years did it take for Louisa to come to the true knowledge of Salvation?

3. What book did Hudson write in 1865?

4. What did Hudson ask God to do in China?

5. What was the bank account name for Hudson’s ministry?

6. How did the missionaries through CIM deal with their income and salary?

7. How many missionaries did Hudson take with him on His journey back to China?

Chapter 11
1. What was Grace diagnosed with? What happened to her?

2. Why did Hudson have to station guards at the mission compound?

3. What were these riots called?

4. What report did Hudson receive after returning to the compound?
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5. Were his family and others safe? How did they escape the attack?

6. What was incredible about Maria’s Bible after it was torn to shreds in the attack?

7. According to Mrs. Taylor’s letter to Amelia, why were Hudson’s children quite prone to falling sick?

8. What conclusion did they decide on to do for their children?

9. What was the news Amelia received through a letter at the end of the chapter?

Chapter 12
1. How did Hudson pray after his wife’s death?

2. What job must Hudson and his new wife Jennie continue?

3. When did Hudson pass away into the arms of our Lord whom he served diligently?
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Chapter 1
1.	 They were crowding around a foreigner and shouting insults at 

him. 
2.	 Their feet were bound from a young age to prevent their feet 

from growing. It was a Chinese custom that big feet were 
unattractive.

3.	 Many believed that foreigners were uncivilized, uneducated, 
and lacked manners.

4.	 Hudson Taylor preached the gospel of Jesus Christ.
5.	 Some of them were amazed by his rhetoric. Some laughed. 

And some left without saying a word but thought more about 
what Hudson had said.

Chapter 2
1.	 Hudson’s journey to China began in September 1853.
2.	 Mrs. Taylor’s journal consisted of records of her thoughts, 

prayers, hopes, and dreams.
3.	 She had such a sweet, sweet voice when she sang a medley of 

hymns and spiritual songs.
4.	 Mrs. Taylor points out that their marriage was easier because 

both were united in their faith. They have also remembered to 
put God first before anything.

5.	 Mr. Taylor chose to follow through with what the Scripture 
stated about the first-born son and sanctify him to the Lord; 
set apart for His service and glory.

6.	 None of her children were perfect. They all had faults and 
imperfections

7.	 Since Louisa has still not made peace with God, Amelia should 
all the more love her sister into the kingdom of God. Mrs. 
Taylor reminds her not to squabble or hurt her unnecessarily 
and pray for her continuously.

Chapter 3
1.	 China
2.	 Even with the advancement of inventions, territories, popu-

lation, and education in the country, it is a pity for Mr. Taylor 
that so few Chinese know about Christ and His salvation.

3.	 Christians must flood China with missionaries and send ship-
loads of Bibles to flood the country with God’s Word.

4.	 Hudson
5.	 Ministering in China is not for Hudson.
Chapter 4
1.	 Hudson seemed to be wandering around in his world of 

darkness. 
2.	 Drunkenness, cursing, blasphemy, and lust.
3.	 Hudson’s soul was without a Savior.
4.	 She committed to pray for Hudson every day until the day he 

would give himself totally to God.
5.	 June 1849.
6.	 Out of boredom, he picked up a gospel tract in his father’s 

study and read it. 
7.	 She prayed until she was sure her prayers were answered. She 

was given assurance that her prayers were answered.

8.	 There is no need to be ashamed of Christ because once 
we realize what Christ has done for us, we are compelled 
to tell others about our amazing Savior.

9.	 “Go to China”
Chapter 5
1.	 Few women would leave the comforts of home for a life 

of uncertainty and poverty.
2.	 The vessel was delayed and Mr. Taylor had to leave early.
3.	 They both prayed.
4.	 Because Hudson was going to serve the Lord, there was 

nothing on this earth that would persuade his mother 
to keep him.

5.	 Hudson was not leaving for wealth or fame, but to share 
the knowledge of the gospel with the Chinese.

Chapter 6
1.	 She was still unsure whether or not Louisa was convert-

ed. Amelia desired for Louisa to seek the Lord, know 
Him, and be saved.

2.	 A Chinese dictionary and a grammar book.
3.	 London, to meet Mr. Lobscheid
4.	 Hudson only replied that it is God who called him to 

China and that He knows the color of his hair and eyes.
5.	 As far as Hudson was concerned, it was more important 

to obey God, than to live in comfort.
6.	 He planned to live cheaply to learn to endure hardships. 

Aside from the money he used for food, all the rest he 
gave away. The more he gave away, the happier he was, 
because he was learning to trust in the Lord’s provision.

7.	 After a total lack of money, he received a gold half-sov-
ereign in a letter. 

8.	 This was part of Hudson’s training to rely solely upon 
God for provision.

9.	 The doctor did not have any money to pay Hudson’s 
salary after sending it all to the bank. But in God’s prov-
idence, the richest patient decided to pay up his bill in 
cash. This is something which that particular customer 
usually did not do.

Chapter 7
1.	 Hudson decided to help her out and immediately gave 

her money from his salary. Even if this meant that Hud-
son ended up with no money at all, God looked after 
Hudson. 

2.	 As Christians, we are in conflict with the devil. He aims 
to destroy the kingdom of God, but he can never do 
it. God is mightier and none can overcome the devil’s 
power.

3.	 He read one or two hymns, some Psalms, and the Gos-
pel of John chapters thirteen to fifteen.   

4.	 He found a Swedish fellow Christian, and both orga-
nized regular Bible teaching and worship among the 
crew.
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5.	 They all prayed. Their prayers were answered.
6.	 He was lonely. He did not know anyone there.
Chapter 8
1.	 Hudson could bring them the good news of the gospel of 

peace, but he could not save the prisoners being dragged along 
in front of him, and he also could not treat the wounded since 
he did not have the necessary equipment with him.

2.	 He wished for a wife to love and care for him.
3.	 To the Buddhist temples.
4.	 He refused their request and warned them of the foolishness 

of their idolatry.
5.	 Many men mistook them for rebel soldiers and started a vio-

lent riot against them. That place was known as “Satan’s Seat”
6.	 Guihua, a young cook in China.
7.	 He wore Chinese clothes, and a big black pigtail. He also tried 

dying his hair and shaving his head. 
Chapter 9
1.	 They boldly jumped up on the stage and shouted warnings 

against the immoral behavior. 
2.	 Many of those who attended that play were curious to hear 

why the missionaries disrupted the play and what it was that 
they wanted to say.

3.	 All his thirty thousand New Testament copies were destroyed 
in a fire that consumed the warehouse. Also, Elizabeth sent a 
letter of refusal of marriage to him.

4.	 After leaving CES, he decided to rely entirely on the Lord for all 
his needs. 

5.	 January 20th, 1858
6.	 The love of God strengthened them
7.	 The rioting against the foreigners separated Hudson and Ma-

ria, Maria being escorted to safety.
Chapter 10
1.	 The whole Taylor family was trusting in Jesus Christ.
2.	 Twenty years.
3.	  China: Its Spiritual Need and Claims
4.	 Hudson asked the Lord for twenty-four fellow workers, two for 

each of the eleven inland provinces without a missionary. 
5.	 CIM. “China Inland Mission”
6.	 The missionaries were not guaranteed a salary but were to 

trust the Lord to supply their needs. Incomes would be shared. 
No debts were to be incurred.

7.	 Sixteen missionaries
Chapter 11
1.	 She was diagnosed with meningitis. She passed away.
2.	 Hudson had to station guards because of the mobs that were 

driven by the riots. 
3.	 The Yangzhou Riots
4.	 The report was that all foreigners who were left inside the 

building were killed. 
5.	 It turned out that, by God’s providence, Hudson’s family was 

safe. They escaped through the window by softening the fall by 

placing mattresses on the ground. 
6.	 As they gathered the pages of Maria’s Bible, they found 

out that not a single page was missing.
7.	 While Hudson and Maria are working and traveling 

around, the children were usually left behind with a 
nurse.

8.	 They decided to send them back to Britain.
9.	 Hudson’s wife Maria passed away.
Chapter 12
1.	 Hudson prayed a prayer of thanks to the Lord for the 

opportunity to spend time and get to know his wife for 
twelve and a half years. He also renewed his dedication 
to serving the Lord. 

2.	 Glorify Jesus Christ in China by spreading the Gospel to 
the people there.

3.	 Hudson Taylor’s earthly pilgrimage ended on June 3rd, 
1905.
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Chapter 1
1. Who is the first character introduced in this chapter? How old is he? What is he doing?

2. What is the setting of this novel? When and where?

3. What are some responsibilities Edmund accomplishes so far in this book?

4. According to Edmund, what is the distinction between the Danes and the Saxons?

5. What is the main concern of Edmund’s father if the Danes rule over Great Britain?

6. Which language did King Alfred desire to be fluent in reading and writing?

Chapter 2
1. Why is Egbert’s company important to Edmund?

2. What did the messenger sent by Algar announce to those in the abbey?

3. What did Eldred see in these men which gathered in the hour of battle?

4. What are the contrasts between the armies of the Saxons versus the Dutch armies? 

5. In whom did the Saxons place their confidence?

6. What does Eldred tell Edmund before going off to battle against the Dutch reinforcements? How are Eldred’s 
courage and love towards Edmund portrayed here? How does Edmund respond to this?

7. What happened to Eldred?

Chapter 3
1. Where did Egbert and Edmund go after the battle of Kesteven?

2. Why did some people at Croyand stay in the church? What happened to those who stayed behind?

3. Why did Egbert and Edmund choose not to enter and stay at houses around the area? What kind of messengers 
are they according to Edmund?

4. So far in this book, what do you think about the character of these men who are defending their homeland from 
heathens? Are they being good defenders of the home?
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5. What are some wise words which Prince Alfred declares regarding Christian warfare?

Chapter 4
1. What happened to King Ethelred on April 23rd, 871? Why were the Saxons defeated by the enemy?

2. What is the difference between the previous King, Ethelred, and the new King, Alfred? List and compare the 
characteristics of both kings. 

3. What did the Saxons attempt to gain peace with the Danish? Did it work?

4. What was Edmund’s plan against the Danish?

5. What kind of ship did the shipwright recommend?

Chapter 5
1. What did King Alfred tell Edmund when building a ship in this situation?

2. What was Egbert’s strategy to battle the Dutch this time?

3. What were the duties of these young men going to battle according to Edmund? How many young men assem-
bled for service?

4. Where did their first battle take place? Were they victorious? How? 

5. How many casualties did the Danes suffer in the second battle? How many did the Saxons lose?

Chapter 6
1. How does Edmund respond in faith when confronted by King Uffa at the Saxon Fort?

2. What did the Saxons do after the first siege at their fort?

3. According to the Saxons, who gave them victory over the enemy?

4. In what year did King Alfred again issue an urgent summon to Edmund, this time at sea?

5. What happened in the battle at sea? Who was victorious? 

6. How many fleets did the Danes lose?
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Chapter 7
1. Who was appointed King of Mercia?

2. What happened in the spring of AD 878?

3. What is the name of the ship Edmund and Egbert built? 

4. What advantage did this ship have over the six big Danish galleys coming their way?

5. Where did the Saxons stay at the end of the chapter?

Chapter 8
1. How does Edmund compare his army with the seawolves?

2. Who was the man Edmund mercifully spared for his daughter? What did Edmund tell him?

3. Where was King Alfred in the midst of these conflicts?

4. Which quote from Egbert depicts his loyalty to his country?

5. Near which country did they get blown away during the storm?

6. What do you think happened to Edmund after the Danish ambush on the shores they landed?

Chapter 9
1. At what age did the Northmen youths become regarded as a man and receive arms?

2. What was Edmund required to do at the temple of Odin?

3. How did Edmund serve Bjorn and his family?

4. Who did Edmund see at the great banquet of the Northmen’s?

5. What does Siegbert do with Edmund?

6. What is it that made Sweyn, son of Bijorn to be angry and ill-pleased?

7. How do Christians face death according to Siegbert?
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Chapter 10
1. How does Edmund draw the line when it comes to wars and battles for Christians when they are to be of “peace-
ful one”?

2. Who has the character of a hero according to Edmund?

3. What was the outcome of the council Seigbert attended?

4. What was Edmund’s response to Freda’s offer of prayer to Odin for victory at the combat?

5. For the Saxons, what is a champion according to Edmund?

6. Who won the combat?

Chapter 11
1. Where did King Alfred go into hiding?

2. What was King Alfred’s strategy to fight the Danes?

3. On what date did King Alfred move the force from Athelney to Egbertesstan?

4. How did the Saxons show their loyalty to the king after many months of him hiding from the Danes?

5. What happened to Guthorn the Danish captain after the defeat of his position in Chippenham?

Chapter 12
1. What change came about to Guthorn?

2. How did Alfred rebuild his kingdom during the years of peace?

3. What problem did king Alfred encounter after 4 years of peace in his kingdom which called Edmund to take up 
arms?

4. What wish did the governor tell Edmund?  

Chapter 13
1. What did Edmund see on the following morning after the conversation with the governor? Where did he go 
afterward?
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2. What was the response of those at Rouen after Edmund told the news?

3. How many fleets did the Danish attack Paris with?

4. How did God intervene by His sovereignty in the heat of battle when almost all hope was lost?

5. What was Edmund’s strategy in stopping the advance of the Danish?

Chapter 14
1. How many vessels did Edmund and his kinsman destroy?

2. What happened to the soldiers who broke into the monastery of St. Germain?  

3. What miracles did the Franks experience after the battle in Paris?

Chapter 15
1. Who sent the messenger to Edmund and what did he request from him?

2. What did the messenger say happened to Freda?

3. Was Edmund concerned about this? Why? 

4. What is one thing about Freda in which Edmund is sure she will change?

5. Why did Seigbert call Edmund?

Chapter 16
1. What grave offense did Sweyn commit against Seigbert?

2. What was the good news and the bad news which Edmund received from the Northman who was an informant 
for him at Sweyn’s camp?

3. What did Freda swear to Sweyn?

Chapter 17
1. How far did Edmund’s fame reach all around?

2. What was one of the great assets provided by the pope to Edmund?

3. So far in this novel, what have you learned about Edmund’s character and his faith?
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Chapter 18
1. What was it about the Danish that Edmund was so frustrated about?

2. What was the phrase which halted the attack of the peasants upon Edmund and others?

Chapter 19
1. What happened to Sweyn at the end?

2. To whom did Edmund give thanks after meeting with Freda?

3. What did Edmund require Freda to do before they were wedded?

4. In what year did King Alfred die and how long was his reign? 

5. What did King Alfred accomplish during his reign? 
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Chapter 1
1.	 The first character introduced is Edmund. He is 14 years old. 

He is patiently waiting for his father to come home. 
2.	 The setting for this novel is Great Britain, around 870.
3.	 Provide, cook, and prepare a meal for the family.
4.	 The Saxons are Christians, followers of Christ who have the 

help of God, while the Danes are pagans and idolaters.
5.	 He is concerned that the whole country will be under tyran-

nical rule as it is in Northumbria, having “wasted the whole 
country, and have plundered and destroyed churches and 
monasteries…”

6.	 King Alfred desired to be fluent in reading and writing Latin.
Chapter 2
1.	 He was a special guardian for Edmund. He always accompa-

nied Edmund and was always there by his side whenever he 
was in danger. 

2.	 The messenger informed all those present that the Danish host 
landed at Lindsey, and Algar the ealdorman was asking for 
reinforcements. 

3.	 They were all of “rough and somewhat ragged throng”, but 
they were of a hard and sturdy set of men, accustomed to 
fatigue and likely to stand firm in the hour of battle. 

4.	 The Dutch were well-armed, compared to the Saxons who 
were armed with “shields made of platted osiers covered with 
skin.” 

5.	 They had confidence in God that He would assuredly fight on 
their side against the heathen.

6.	 To flee without him. He did not protest Eldred’s decision, but 
rather respected it and did what he was told.

7.	 He was killed in the battle.
Chapter 3
1.	 Croyland
2.	 They stayed behind because they were old and did not have 

the strength to flee and live a life of hunted fugitives. Also, they 
thought the Danes would show pity and mercy to them. They 
were all massacred except one.

3.	 Because they brought devastating news wherever they went. 
Edmund called themselves a messenger of evil.

4.	 Answers will vary. They are being good defenders by standing 
firm on God’s Word and protecting religious liberty and free-
dom of worship.  

5.	 It is heathen rather than Christian warfare to recklessly throw 
away their own lives rather than to retreat and wait for God’s 
time to come again.

Chapter 4
1.	 The King died because of the severe wounds from the battle. 

They let off their guard thinking that they had already won.
2.	 King Ethelred: regretted by the people, wise, brave, like a mon-

arch, kind, strong authority over his nobles. King Alfred: gentle, 
but firm and resolute, gave a feeling of hope and joy to people.

3.	 They planned on buying off the Danes with a treaty. It worked 

for 3 years.
4.	 His plan was to build a ship for the Saxons to fend off 

the Danish reinforcements. 
5.	 The shipwright recommended a war galley used by the 

Genoese against the African Pirates: fast, roomy, and 
plenty of space. 

Chapter 5
1.	 He told Edmund that it is not in size or shape, but in its 

purpose, of the ark which Noah built before the deluge 
which covered the whole earth.

2.	 They would raise a band consisting of all the youths and 
unmarried men in the earldom. Such a band they would 
train and practice until they could rely upon them to 
defeat a far larger force of the enemy.

3.	 Aid the King as long as he continues the struggle. They 
were not to escape, but instead face the dangers and 
perils of the invasion.

4.	 Their first battle took place in Bristowe, in which they 
were victorious through an ambush in the middle of the 
night.  

5.	 The Danes lost half of their army, but the Saxons lost 
not one of them. 

Chapter 6
1.	 He responds by reminding them that they have God 

and good swords to protect them and they should not 
fear the enemies even if they were three times as strong.

2.	 A prayer of thanks was given to God for the repulse of 
the pagans.

3.	 God gave them victory.
4.	 877
5.	 The Danes were destroyed on the sea because of poor 

weather and the size of their fleet. Here again, the Sax-
ons were victorious over the Danes.

6.	 120
Chapter 7
1.	 Ceowulf
2.	 The Danes, despite their sworn oaths, marched into 

Wiltshire and captured the royal castle of Chippenham 
on the Avon. From this point they spread over the 
country and destroyed everything with fire and sword.

3.	 The Dragon
4.	 The Dragon is much more strongly built than these 

galleys of the Danes
5.	 Bamborough Castle
Chapter 8
1.	 They slay only those who resist. They are not seawolves 

who slay for the pleasure of slaying. Instead, they are 
Saxons who fight for their country. And their religion 
enjoins them to have pity even upon their enemies.

2.	 Jarl Siegbert. Edmund told him that they are Christian 
Saxons who take no vengeance on a defenseless foe.
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3.	 No one knew where Alfred was because he was hiding.
4.	 He wished to die of a worthy cause for England rather than to 

die in a storm.
5.	 They were blown towards the country of their enemies, Nor-

way.
6.	 Answers will vary.
Chapter 9
1.	 At the age of fifteen years
2.	 Draw the first three sticks and determine the outcome of his 

fate 
3.	 He gathered firewood for the household, handed dishes, and 

took his station behind the jarl’s chair, refilling his goblet with 
mead as often as it was empty.

4.	 Siegbert, whose ship Edmund stopped and spared his life.
5.	 He buys him off from Bijorn’s hand and makes him a free man.
6.	 The change that turned his father’s slave into a fellow guest 

and as equals. His annoyance was also greatly heightened by 
the fact that it was Freda who had expressed pleasure when 
her father proposed to purchase him from Bjorn.  

7.	 Christians meet their death calmly and with confidence 
through the hope of embracing their Savior in heaven. 

Chapter 10
1.	 They are fighting for their home, their country, and their reli-

gion. Christianity does not forbid men to defend themselves. 
If it did so, a band of pagans might ravage all the Christian 
countries in the world.

2.	 The higher virtues of a hero are kindness, charity, unselfishness, 
and a desire to benefit others. 

3.	 They concluded that the matter should be consulted and 
determined by a duel between a Dane and a captive.

4.	 He replied that he shall pray to the One greater and better 
than Odin.

5.	 For the Saxons, they have no champions. They do not fight 
for personal honour or glory, but for their homes, their coun-
tries, and their religion, each doing his best according to the 
strength of God has given him, and without thought of pride 
on the one hand or envy on the other.

6.	 Edmund
Chapter 11
1.	 The Isle of Athelney
2.	 They would establish the headquarters on the island and con-

struct weapons until they were ready and prepared for battle. 
3.	 At the end of April, messengers were sent out bidding the 

Saxons hold themselves in readiness, and on the 6th of May, 
Alfred moved his force from Atheleney to Egbertesstan.

4.	 As they saw the king approaching, they crowded around the 
monarch with shouts of welcome at his reappearance among 
them, and with vows to die rather than again to yield to the 
tyranny of the Northmen.

5.	 Guthorn and his army promised that if they were spared, they 
would leave the kingdom with all speed, and to observe this 

contract more faithfully. The same night, a messenger of 
rank came in from Guthorn saying that he intended to 
embrace Christianity.

Chapter 12
1.	 Guthorn and his companions were all baptized, and 

Guthorn’s name was changed to
2.	 Athelstan
3.	 Many wise laws were passed, churches were rebuilt, 

and order restored; great numbers of the monks and 
wealthier people who had fled to France in the days of 
the Danish supremacy returned to England.

4.	 Although the Danes attempted no fresh invasion, some 
of their ships hung around the English coast capturing 
vessels interfering with trade and committing other acts 
of piracy.

5.	 He told Edmund that if every country in Christendom 
would unite against their common foe and send a 
quota of ships and men, they would drive the Black 
Raven from the seas, and might even land on the Danish 
shores and give them a taste of the suffering they have 
inflicted elsewhere.

Chapter 13
1.	 He saw a vast fleet of ships approaching the mouth of 

the river. A glance at them assured him that they were 
the dreaded ships of the Northmen, for the Black Raven 
floated at many of the mast-heads. They fled to Rouen.

2.	 They said, “Better to give up all our worldly goods to 
the Northmen than to be slaughtered pitilessly with our 
wives and families.”

3.	 So numerous were the ships that they completely 
covered the river. The fleet consisted of seven hundred 
sailing ships, and a vastly greater number of rowing 
galleys and boats.

4.	 The Danes brought up faggots, and in several places lit 
great fires against the fortifications. The defenders be-
gan to lose all hope, when a tremendous storm of rain 
suddenly burst over Paris quenching the fire.

5.	 Rush aboard the ships, cut down any Danes found there, 
and set fire to all the vessels.

Chapter 14
1.	 Three hundred vessels
2.	 One was at once struck dead, one fell off and was killed, 

one lost his sight forever, another fell dead, and another 
was killed by a stone which fell upon him.

3.	 A Dane of great stature was found in the morning to 
have shrunk to the size of a newborn infant, at which 
stature he remained for the rest of his life. A valiant war-
rior had from the effects of fever fallen into an extreme 
weakness, one of the bearers of the holy relics, named 
Gozbert, was struck by a stone from a catapult. The 
man who had fired it fell dead, while Gozvert continued 
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his promenade in no way injured by the blow.
Chapter 15
1.	 He was sent by Jarl Siegbert to tell Edmund to come immedi-

ately, as he was in a difficult strait and needed his assistance.
2.	 Freda had been carried off.
3.	 This news filled Edmund with anxiety. She had won his heart.
4.	 Edmund did not doubt that she would, under his guidance 

and teaching, soon cast away the blood-stained gods of the 
Northmen and accept Christianity.

5.	 He thought of Edmund because if any could follow and recap-
ture Freda, it was him.

Chapter 16
1.	 The carrying off of the jarl’s daughter from the side of her 

wounded father.
2.	 The news of Freda’s resolution giving way for a long time, and 

the news that Sweyn intended to carry her upon such a distant 
expedition.

3.	 She swore to kill herself if Sweyn attempted to make her his 
wife by violence.

Chapter 17
1.	 Even the pope in Italy knew of Edmund’s victories and battles 

he fought. 
2.	 A number of prisoners accustomed to row in the state galleys 

were placed on board to work the oars, thus leaving the whole 
of the crew available for fighting purposes, and a state officer 
was put in command of these galley-slaves.

3.	 Answers will vary.
Chapter 18
1.	 The Danes would not change. It was bad enough that they 

plundered and killed those who opposed them. But in addi-
tion to this, they destroyed from the pure love of destroying 
and killed for the pleasure of killing.

2.	 That they were Christians. This also portrays the contrast 
between the pagan Danish and the Christian Saxons.

Chapter 19
1.	 The combat was decided by Siegbert, who hurled his javelin at 

Sweyn, the weapon passing completely through his body. He 
was killed by Siegbert. 

2.	 He gave thanks to God who has given him success.
3.	 He required her to be in a convent for a short while in Rome, 

and one of the Saxon monks would teach her the tenets of the 
faith.

4.	 In 901, King Alfred died, having reigned twenty-nine years and 
six months.

5.	 During his reign, England had made immense advances in 
civilization. The wealth and prosperity of the country vastly 
increased. Abbeys and monasteries multiplied. Public buildings 
were erected. Towns were rebuilt and beautified. There was 
more education. The laws of the country were codified and 
regulated. The administration of justice was placed on a firm 
basis.


